
Inspection of St Richard's School 
Nursery Unit
Cawley Road, Chichester, West Sussex PO19 1XB

Inspection date: 9 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children separate from their parents with ease as they happily enter this warm and 
welcoming nursery. They independently place their belongings in their named 
drawer. Children display a strong sense of belonging and show that they feel safe 
and secure. For example, children chat away enthusiastically to staff and 
spontaneously cuddle into them. Staff respond with a smile, showing genuine 
warmth and kindness. 

Children are active learners. They enjoy the outdoor learning environment and 
have many opportunities to develop their physical skills. For example, children 
enjoy swinging and spinning from a tree swing and whizzing down a slide. Children 
make good progress in their learning and develop good friendships and 
imagination. For example, they peg socks onto a washing line and say, 'we did all 
the washing, we were busy'. Children demonstrate a love of books. They listen 
intently to their favourite stories, talk about the pictures and join in with familiar 
phrases.

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Staff are good role models, 
and they support children to resolve any minor conflicts swiftly. Children display 
kindness towards their friends. Older children help younger children participate in 
activities. For example, they allow younger children to go down the slide before 
them. Staff praise children for their efforts, causing them to smile.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The enthusiastic and experienced leader leads her staff well. She monitors staff 
practice through observations and she meets with staff regularly. Leaders give 
staff many opportunities for training to help support their key children. For 
instance, recent training on story telling has made staff more confident in how to 
read stories to children, to increase their enjoyment. 

n The curriculum is well designed to meet children's needs, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and children who speak English as 
an additional language. Leaders support staff in implementing a meaningful 
curriculum that values children's individuality with the use of child-led and 
creative activities. Staff work in partnership with parents and other professionals 
to ensure that information is regularly shared, reviewed and updated. Staff 
assess children's needs well and know when to make referrals to other agencies. 
Leaders use additional funding appropriately to benefit those children who need 
it the most.

n Leaders place a strong emphasis on supporting children to develop good 
communication and language skills. For example, children line up to go outside 
and move in a 'caterpillar conga'. Children laugh and sing the words, 'caterpillar 
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conga'. Staff ask children purposeful questions during activities, such as when 
they are printing fabric with leaves and flowers. They talk to children and 
encourage conversations. Staff ask questions about what patterns they have 
made and how have the colours changed. Children concentrate and consider 
their response before giving appropriate answers. Staff encourage children to do 
things for themselves. For example, they use mallets independently to hit the 
leaves and flowers in between fabric. This helps to develop their hand-eye 
coordination skills.

n Staff support children's early mathematical development well and incorporate 
mathematics into activities. For example, children show resilience when they 
build with bricks together to make tall towers. Staff talk to the children about the 
size of them, encouraging children to say whether they are 'long' or 'short'. Staff 
encourage children to look at the different size bricks. This helps children to 
understand mathematics and differences in size.

n Children are beginning to learn some good hygiene routines. For example, they 
independently wash their hands before lunch. However, some hygiene routines 
are not consistently promoted by staff. For instance, children occasionally do not 
wash their hands after using the bathroom. This does not help to minimise the 
spread of any germs.

n Parents are positive about the support given to their children. They receive lots 
of information, such as what their children are learning and the progress they 
have made. Staff make sure to involve parents in their child's learning. For 
example, they invite parents into the setting for stay-and-play sessions with their 
children. This helps to provide continuity in children's learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen hygiene routines to promote good self-care skills for children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 113733

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10399021

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person St Richard''s School Nursery Unit Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP525409

Telephone number 01243 776728

Date of previous inspection 18 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

St Richard's School Nursery Unit registered in 1997. The nursery operates from a 
purpose-built building in the grounds of St Richard's Primary School in Chichester, 
West Sussex. The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 3.30pm, term 
time only. There are six members of staff, of whom two hold a relevant level 4 
qualification, and two hold a relevant level 3 qualification. The nursery provides 
government funded early years education for children aged two, three and four 
years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Leake
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Inspection activities

n Leaders joined the inspector on a learning walk and explained their curriculum 
and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with leaders.
n The inspector observed the interactions between the staff and the children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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